
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

   
   

 
   

 
 

   
   

 
 
  

 

 
 
   

 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 
   

   

   
 

   
 

     
   

   
 

     

 
 

   

       
 
   
   

     
   
   

   

 
      
   

   
 

 
   

     

 
   

 

 
   
 

 
   

 
   
   
   
 
 
 

   

     
 

 

 

 
 

 
   

   
 

   

 
 

 
 

   
   

 
     
     

 
     
 

 

     
 

   
   

   
 

     

 
 

     
   

 
 
 
     
 

 
   

     

   
 

 
     

 
   
 

   
   

 
 

 

   
 

 
   

 

 

   
   

 
   
 

   
 

 
   

     

   
   

   

   

   

 

 
 

 

   
 

 

 
   

   
   

 

   
     

 
 

 

   

   

     

SSHELTEER SOLUUTIONSS 

In the imme diate aftermmath, the U. S. governmeent worked with the intternational ccommunity and with 
nnon‐governmmental orgaanization paartners to provide emmergency shhelter to 1..5 million i nternally 
ddisplaced people. Todayy, the U.S. goovernment i s working too fund and bbuild transiti onal shelterrs. 

WWHAT AREE T-SHELTEERS? 
TTransitional shelters, t‐shelters, are post‐disaaster shelteers designed to jump‐‐start or acccelerate 
rrecovery andd reconstrucction. They provide saffe, semi‐perrmanent sheelter while ffull construcction and 
rrecovery takes place. 

T‐sheelters feature a mix of e mergency shhelter suppl ies, such as plastic sheeeting, combi ned with 
moree robust itemms, includingg salvaged bbuilding mateerials, and kkits consistinng of cemen t, timber 
or steeel framing, tin roofs, annd nails. 
T‐Sheelters can offten be upgrraded and eexpanded to create permmanent hou sing with a concrete 
slab ffloor and cann be easily aassembled ussing local labbor. 
T‐sheelters are deesigned for r esistance too hurricane‐fforce winds,, seismic riskks, and heavvy rainfall 
and aare large en ough to acc ommodate a family of ffive. Many t‐shelter deesigns can b e built in 
two tto three day s and remai n standing foor three or mmore years. 

TThe U.S. gov ernment proovides fundi ng for its partner non‐goovernmentaal organizatioons to consttruct 
ttransitional sshelters in HHaiti. As of NNovember 300, the U.S. goovernment bbuilt 9,739 tt‐shelters ‐ sufficient 
tto house neaarly 48,700 ppeople. In tootal, humanittarian agenccies have co nstructed mmore than 199,197 t‐
sshelters. 

AAll USAID‐paartner NGO ddesigns for t ‐shelters meeet technica l and safety specifications and compply with 
HHaiti Shelter Cluster guiddelines. 

SSHELTER SSOLUTIONSS 

UU.S. governmment is workking with thee Governmeent of Haiti aand the inteernational coommunity too identify 
long‐term soolutions thatt will help Haaitian comm unities rebuuild. 

In the mediuum term, by providing t‐‐shelters, th e U.S. goverrnment ensuures that Haaitian familiees have a 
rroof over theeir heads whhile they worrk toward buuilding a homme for the yyears to comme. 

Jaanuary 2011 



 

 

                                 
                             

     
 

  
                             

                                 

                           

             

 

                             

            

                        
                            
                              

       
                               

                                 

                             

                     

         

 

 
                               

                              

                             

                               

                             

                         

                           

         

 

 
                         

               

                            
   

                          
                           

             

As efforts shift from relief to reconstruction, the U.S. government is building on its t‐shelter work by 
moving aggressively to provide material assistance to displaced people so they can begin the transition 
to permanent housing. 

REBUILDING HOMES: EVALUATING THE DESTRUCTION 
The earthquake damaged hundreds of thousands of homes in the densely populated city of Port‐au‐Prince, 

and the surrounding areas. The United States is working with the Government of Haiti and the 

international community to assess impacted homes and facilitate the repairs that will provide displaced 

Haitian families with a roof once again. 

As of December, teams of engineers evaluated more than 377,446 buildings out of an estimated 

400,000 buildings that require habitability assessments. 

Over half of these houses are coded "green," or safe for habitation. 
26 percent are classified as "yellow," meaning they can be made safe with repairs. 
Only 21 percent of the houses are considered "red," or unsafe for habitation and requiring 
major repairs or demolition. 

Once houses are assigned a classification, families can begin to move back into green houses, and 

repairs can begin on yellow houses. The engineer teams are comprised of the Government of Haiti’s 

Ministry of Public Works, Transport, and Communication, the U.N.’s Office for Project Services, and the 

U.S. Agency for International Development’s partner Pan American Development Foundation (PADF), 

with assistance from Miyamoto International. 

REPAIRING YELLOW HOUSES AND BUILDING CODES 

The U.S. government is funding nearly 4,100 yellow house repairs, which will result in safe structures 

that exceed the standards reflected in current Haitian building codes. The U.S. government is also 

incorporating Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) measures into building activities to ensure a higher level of 

safety than that required by current Haitian building codes. The World Bank and the U.N.’s Human 

Settlements Program are working closely with the Government of Haiti to review and revise existing 

building codes that will guide future construction. Miyamoto International finalized yellow house 

repair guidelines, which provide standards on improving seismic resistance, to assist all individuals and 

organizations conducting yellow house repairs. 

TRAINING AND CAPACITY BUILDING 

The U.S. government is training Haitian engineers, architects, and construction laborers on new 

construction techniques, DRR measures, and stricter building codes. 

 More than 330 Haitian engineers and 150 masons have been trained in damage assessments 
and repairs. 

 In addition, USAID’s partner, Habitat for Humanity, is working with Haitian Diaspora engineers, 
architects, and urban planners to build the capacity of counterparts in Haiti and provide 
support to Haiti’s Ministry of the Interior. 
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